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In June 2005, CODESRIA and SEPHISwill organise atraining workshop on using material cultureand
archaeol ogical sourcesinthewriting of histories. Theworkshop will compare experiencesof Africa, Latin
America, Asiaand the Caribbean.

Over the past few decades, archaeol ogical and material sourceshave emerged as powerful toolsfor writing
aternativeshistories, especialy thelife experiences of groupsin the South whose historieshave beenignored
or marginalised inwritten sources. Archaeol ogica and materia sourcesoffer uniqueinsghtsintothelarge-scale
circulation of goods and illuminate how artefactswere processed, distributed, consumed and discardedin
different locations. They supplement language-based historical sourceson trade, crafts and subsistence,
devel opment, taste and consumer choice, and may highlight worldviews, belief systems, attitudesand lifestyles
that are hidden or silenced in conventional historical sources. They enableustowritemoreinclusivehistories.
Southern scholarscannot afford to ignore the perspectives offered by these aternative sources.

Themaingoal of this South/South training workshop isto contributeto the research skillsof the participants
and to exchange experiences, theoriesand methodol ogies. Theinterdi sciplinary workshop will bring together
junior and senior scholarsin history, archaeol ogy, museum science, anthropol ogy and archiva studies. Fifteen
researchersfrom Latin America, Africa, Asaand the Caribbeanwill convenefor oneweek. Wewill providea
simulating intellectua environment and wewill arrangefor thetravel and living expensesof the participants.

Thetraining workshopwill addresscritical issuesof theory and method in the study of material culture. [t will
examinetheideol ogical and theoretical cons derationsbehind the collection, preservation and visual display of
material culture, aswell asthe potentia and limitationsof materia sourcesfor theexploration of historiesof the
South. It will reflect on cultural interactions and globalisation, commodity chains, consumer choice and
consumption patternsin rel ation to the expans on of theworld market economy.




The programme combineslecture/seminar coursesand practica trainingin roughly equal proportions. Sessons
will focus on discussion and debate among parti cipants, with the Convenor helping to direct, facilitate, and
moderate discussions. Two resource personswill givelecturesfocused on cases studiesusing archaeol ogical/
materia sources. Thelaureatesdiscusstheir papersand attend theoretical and methodological courses. They
will berequired to present and submit apaper, which should examinein detail the current theoretical issuesor
debates about these sources.

Thetraining workshop will also include an open forum, thus enabling participantsto discuss current i Ssues
concerning excavation, recovery, research, analysisand interpretation of archaeologica materials.

Englishistheworking language of theworkshop.

Eligibility
Applicationsareinvited from activeresearchersin thefields of archaeol ogy, ethno-archaeol ogy, history and
anthropology. Museum professionals, curators, archivistsand otherspractitionersareasoinvited, if they are
activeresearchersintheir fields. Young scholarsare expected to be affiliated to auniversity, ingtitute, museum

or research NGO inthe South. Senior scholarsin the South with asolid reputation in thesefieldsareencouraged
to apply for the position of Convenor or resource person.

Admission procedure

Theapplication shouldincludeathree-page academic CV, the proposed paper (maximum of 5 pages), including
itssummary (500 words) and arecommendation | etter. The paper should be based on well-defined theoretical,
conceptua and methodol ogical eementsand an anaysisof the current status of research onthisspecificissue.
The paper should also indicate the methodol ogy used or devel oped during theresearch. Applicationsfor the
position of Convenor or resource person should include an application letter, aCV and aone-page abstract of
their proposed |ectures.

Applicationsmust bewrittenin English. Thedeadlinefor the submission of gpplicationsis1 February 2005.An
internationa academic committeewill select the candidatesby 15 February 2005. Successful gpplicantswill be
notified immediately after the completion of the sel ection process. Incompl ete and/or too lengthy applications
will not betaken into consideration. All faxed and e-mailed applications must al so be accompanied by ahard
copy original version sent by post if they areto be considered.

Additional information about the workshop can be obtained via the CODESRIA web site (http://
www.codesria.or g) and the SEPHISweb site (http: //www.sephis.or g). Applicationsand requestsfor more
information should besent to:

Ndeye SokhnaGueye
“Workshop onAlternative Historical Sources’
CODESRIA/SEPHIS Programme
Avenue CheikhAntaDiop, angle Candl IV
B.P. 3304, CP 18524, Dakar, Senegal

Fax: (221) 82412 89
Tel.: (221) 82598 22/23
E-mail: ndeye.gueye@codesria.sn; burnabe2002@yahoo.fr
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