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CALL FOR PAPERS
Training Workshop on Alternative Historical Sources

From 13" to 19" September 2004, thefirst workshop on “Visual South: using visual sourcesasalternative
history” will be organized by the SEPHIS/CODESRIA programme.

Over the past few decades, visual sourceshave emerged asapowerful meansof gaining accessto alternative
histories. It isincreas ngly acknowledged that visud tracesand records, whether art or documentary, offer new
routesto the past — especialy wherethelife experiences and expression of people of the South have been
marginalized in external or dominant literary sources. We need to explore how far visua sources (asopposed
to conventionally-accepted written and oral sources) might enable usto produceanew range of inclusveand
localized historiesthat takeinto account thesetraditionally marginalized groups.

Theimmediate goal of this South/South workshop isto contributeto thetraining of researchersdealing with
alternative historical sources. Researchersfrom Latin America, Africa, Southern Asiaand the Caribbean will
gather together for aperiod of oneweek, with aview to exchanging experiences, theoriesand methodologies
onthevisud. Theultimateam of thisworkshop isto unsettle the ungquestioned hegemony of thewritten word,
by collecting and building knowledge based on visua material and demonstrating itsrel evanceto the study of
groups marginalized in textual sources. The programmewill include historical, theoretical andinterpretive
frameworks, to provideacritical vocabulary for reading the visual and to open up methods of constituting
visua ‘evidence' that illuminate new historiesof the South. The contextsand processesthrough whichvisual
materia sand performancesare made offer additiona practica ingghts. The complementary dynamicsof the
visua, oral and textual sourceswill also betaken into account.

Theinterdisciplinary workshop will gather apal ette of junior and senior scholars, drawn from adiversity of
intellectua backgrounds. The 7-day workshop to be heldin M aputo (M ozambique) will belimited to about 15
participants. It isCODESRIA' smandateto provideastimulating intellectuad environment andto arrangefor the
travel and living expensesof the participants.

Themesand Contentsof theWorkshop
Theprogramme, whichwill include lectures and workshop sess ons, combines both theoretical and practical
specidisationson visua sources. The coursewill involvethefollowing: historical and contemporary formsof
visud events, such asritua, spectacle, performance, raly, etc.; visua objects, such asart, architecture, clothing,
the body, etc.; media, such astelevision and variousforms of indigenous media; and visual communication



through photography, posters, video, film. Philosophical questionsconcerning the nature of theimage, visbility
andinvisbility (especidly inrelationto gender), and the distinction/overl ap between the categoriesof public
and visual, will be given space; aswill the problem of the archive (for exampleinthelack of importance
attributed to photographs, and the accompanying questions of discovery and conservation).

Sessonswill promotefull participation and debate, with the Director hel pingto direct, facilitate, and moderate
discussions. Theworkshop will beled by Dr PatriciaHayes, who isAssociate Professor in the Department of
History at University of theWestern Cape. She haspublished on there ationship between colonia photography
and administration. Dr Hayes also explored other teaching frameworks and expertise that contributeto the
program’s concernswith visualization of the past, the rel ationship between textsand visuas, and how visual
materia srelateto questionsof memory and history.

Two resource personswill givelecturesfocussing on case studiesusing visua sources. Thelaureateswill attend
theoretical and methodologica coursesgiven by the Director and thetwo resource persons, and contributeon
thebasisof their own research. Laureateswill berequired to present and submit apaper, which should directly
engagewith the current theoretical issuesand problemsaround visuality. Theworkshop will soincludean
openforum. Englishistheworking language of theworkshop.

Eligibility
Thosefulfilling thefollowing conditionscan apply for thisprogramme: senior andjunior historians, anthropologists,
museum professionals, sociologist and others. These scholars should be carrying out research activities. Those
young researcherswill need to be affiliated to auniversity, institute, museum or research body in the South.
Senior scholarsor scholarsintheir mid-career with asolid reputation in thesefiel dsare encouraged to apply for
the position of resource persons.

Admission Procedures
Theapplication shouldinclude athree page academic CV, the proposed paper (maximum of 5 pages), including
itssummary (500 words) and arecommendation | etter. The paper should be based on well-defined theoretical,
conceptual and methodol ogica eementsand ananaysisof the current status of research onthisspecificissue.
The paper should a so indicate the methodol ogy used or devel oped throughout the research. Applicationsfor
the position of aresource person should include an application | etter, aCV and aone-page abstract of their
proposed lectures.

Applicationsmust bewritten in English. The deadlinefor the submission of applicationsis15 June2004.An
international scientific committeewill select the candidatesby 15 July 2004. Successful applicantswill be
notified immediately after the completion of the sel ection process. Incompl ete and unnecessarily lengthy
gpplicationswill not betaken into consderation. All faxed and e-mailed applicationsmust al so beaccompanied
by ahard copy original version sent by post if they areto be considered.

Ad(ditiona information about theWorkshop can be obtained via:

¢ theCODESRIA web site: http://www.codesria.org
¢ theSEPHISweb site: http://www.sephis.org

Applicationsand requestsfor moreinformation should be sent to:

Dr Ndéye SokhnaGuéye

“Workshop onAlternative Historical Sources’
CODESRIA/SEPHIS Programme

Avenue Cheikh AntaDiop, angle Candl IV

B.P. 3304, Dakar, Senegal

Fax: (221) 824 12 89, Tel.: (221) 825 98 22/23
E-mail: ndeye.gueye@codesriasn
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